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did you know? 

Aldous Huxley . . . 

• was one of George 

Orwell’s teachers. 

• died on the same 

day President John 

F. Kennedy was 

assassinated.

Meet the Author

In both his fiction and nonfiction, 
Aldous Huxley offered brilliant satiric 
commentary on political, social, and 
cultural trends. He is best known for his 
novel Brave New World (1932), a chilling 
work about a false utopia populated by 
mass-produced, genetically engineered 
people. The novel is considered a classic 
science fiction work of the 20th century.

Loss of Vision Aldous Huxley was born 
in Surrey, England, into a family of gifted 
intellectuals that included scientists, 
educators, and writers. As a student 
at Eton College, Huxley contracted 
keratitis, an eye disease that resulted 
in near blindness. He had intended to 
pursue a career in science or medicine, 
but he abandoned that ambition because 
of his illness. Learning Braille to continue 
his education, he studied English 
literature at Oxford University, where his 
sight showed signs of slight improvement. 
He was awarded an honors degree in 
1916, the same year he published his first 

book, a collection of poetry.

Literary Rebel After working 
as a teacher and a journalist, 
Huxley concentrated on his 
own writing, moving away from 
poetry to fiction and essays. The 
witty skepticism of his first two 

novels, published in the 

1920s, established his reputation and also 
brought him a certain popularity as a 
rebel. During the 1930s, Huxley’s writing 
focused on political and cultural trends.

West Meets East In 1937, Huxley settled 
in southern California, where both the 
climate and new medical treatments 
improved his vision. About the time 
he emigrated, he became increasingly 
concerned with the lack of spiritual 
focus in contemporary life, noting, “For 
too long Europeans and Americans 
have believed in nothing but the values 
arising in a mechanized, commercialized, 
urbanized way of life.” He began to study 
and write about Hinduism, Buddhism, 
and Christian mysticism.

 Although Huxley had never intended 
to make the United States his permanent 
home, he remained there for the rest 
of his life, finding work in Hollywood 
as a screenwriter and continuing to 
produce novels, essays, literary criticism, 
and philosophical writings. Toward the 
end of his life, Huxley the social critic 
remarked, “It is a bit embarrassing to 
have been concerned with the human 
problem all one’s life and find at the end 
that one has no more to offer by way of 
advice than ‘Try to be a little kinder.’”
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READING 6 Analyze the effect of 
ambiguity and subtlety in literary 
essays.  10A Evaluate the merits 
of an argument, action, or policy 
by analyzing the relationships 
among evidence, inferences, 
assumptions, and claims in 
text.  10B Draw conclusions 
about the credibility of persuasive 
text by examining its implicit and 
stated assumptions about an 
issue as conveyed by the specific 
use of language.



How can 

    words 

           deceive?
In “Words and Behavior,” Aldous 

Huxley examines how words are used 

to mislead people and manipulate 

truth.  Some say there’s an art to 

such deception, which we can see in 

everything from pop-up ads on our 

computers to speeches given by world 

leaders.  What motivates people to use 

deceptive language?

QUICKWRITE Suppose that you 

accidentally broke an expensive and 

beloved item in your house.  Write a 

note to your parents explaining what 

happened.  Before you write, consider 

how your choice of words will affect 

their impression of your behavior.  Share 

your note with several classmates, and 

discuss the specific words you used to 

describe the accident.

 elements of nonfiction: deductive reasoning

Huxley’s essay is a well-reasoned and well-supported argument 

that is based on deductive reasoning.  When writers use 

deductive reasoning, they begin with a general principle, apply 

it to a specific situation, and then arrive at a logical conclusion.  

Here is Huxley’s reasoning early in the essay:

• General principle—We use words to falsify facts because 

doing so benefits us in some way.

• Specific situation—war

• Conclusion—We create a verbal alternative to the reality 

of war to preserve our self-esteem.

As you read, notice how Huxley uses deductive reasoning 

at the beginning of the essay and toward the end.

Review: Rhetorical Devices

 reading skill: analyze an argument

The cornerstone of every argument is its claim, the writer’s 

position on an issue.  In “Words and Behavior,” Huxley’s claim 

is the conclusion about war that he reaches via deductive 

reasoning.  To convince readers that a claim is valid, a writer 

must provide support, which may consist of

• reasons that explain or justify an action, a belief, or a decision

• evidence in the form of facts, examples, statistics, or the 

views of experts

As you read, write down the reasons and evidence Huxley 

offers in support of his claim.

 vocabulary in context

Huxley uses the following words to develop his argument.  

Complete each sentence with one of the words.

word 

list

abstraction

balefully

entity

euphemism

iniquity

intrinsically

propound

vitiate

 1. He used a(n) ________ to avoid offending his audience.

 2. She _______ knew the story was fabricated.

 3. Is the group an offshoot or an entirely new _______?

 4. Will the senator_______ a new solution?

Complete the activities in your Reader/Writer Notebook.
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